[bookmark: _Hlk65685574]MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HIMLEY PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT SWINDON COMMUNITY CENTRE ON WEDNESDAY 17th DECEMBER 2025 at 7.30PM

PRESENT: -                                   MRS Y NOCK (CHAIRMAN) PRESIDING
      PRESENT COUNCILLORS:       MRS S OLIVER, MR T RICHARDS, MR R LEES, MR G BOWEN
                                                                MRS N JAMES,
      APOLOGIES:-                               CLLR V WILSON, PCSO’S                                                                                   
      OTHERS :-                                     MRS S FARLEY CLERK, MR R PAINTER
      
                                  
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS AND DISPENSATIONS –
Section 17 – reminds Parish Councils to review if any of the decisions made at the Parish Council meeting have implications in relation to crime, disorder, anti-social behavior or community safety in general.
Cllr Lees: as a member of South Staffordshire District Council (SSDC), will reconsider any planning applications at District level taking into account all relevant evidence and representations at that tier and at District level will declare an interest arising from membership of this Parish Council when expressing a view on any relative matters


POLICE REPORT 19/11/2025 – 17/12/2025 ( as received)

Public bodies can only disclose information if they have the power to do so. Section 115 of the Crime and Disorder Act provides a power to exchange information where disclosure is necessary to support the local Crime Reduction Strategy and Partnership in achieving the aims of the Crime and Disorder Reduction Strategy and objectives outlined within it.
The degree of disclosure that takes place must be proportionate and relevant to the level of social ill or criminality it is intended to counter or prevent.
The information is only to be processed in relation to crime and disorder purposes. Information will be handled in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998, the Human Rights Act 1998 and any other relevant legislation governing disclosures and will ultimately be disposed of in a secure manner. 

Statistics:
Burglary (residential): None
Burglary (Business): None
Vehicle Crime: None
Anti-social behaviour : X2 none of note
With thanks from your local officers,
PCSO Paula WILKES (06635) Email: paula.wilkes@staffordshire.police.uk
PCSO Alexandra RATHBONE (23938)  Email: alexandra.rathbone@staffordshire.police.uk
PCSO Julia WELLS (16814) Email: julia.wells@staffordshire.police.uk
Helpful links
Volunteers requested for community speed watch, further information found at:
http://www.staffssaferroads.co.uk/my-community/community-speed-watch 
Keep in touch with regular Smart Alert’s for your area:
https://staffordshiresmartalert.uk/staffs/
Social media:
[image: A screenshot of a computer

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]  @Staffordshire Police & @South Staffordshire Police
[image: A screenshot of a computer

AI-generated content may be incorrect.] @SStaffsPolice
Please feel free to encourage public participants to try reporting incidents via our ‘Live chat’ service accessible on our website, instead of phoning 101 and waiting in a queue.

ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT: - 

Online payments authorised at the meeting by Cllrs – 
· S. Farley - reimbursement for litter pickers £11.98
· S Farley – wages £680.00
· HMRC – Clerk taxation £170.00
· S Roberts – auditor fees to 5/4/2025 - £30.00
· Lloyds Bank – £4.25- automated charges
MATTERS ARISING:-

· New site for SID: It was decided to remove the SID from its current position to outside 18 Bridgnorth Road, Cllr Nock to provide a ‘what 3 words’ position to ask County for permission. Clerk will contact the Contractors for an updated quote.
· HPC Website: We are still looking for an appropriate map with a border around the whole of the Parish. Cllr Bowen will look for one.
· Overgrown hedge bordering 1 Bridgnorth Road; Cllr Nock had a meeting in Bridgnorth Road with C Cllr Wilson and a County Officer who showed a list of hedges belonging to County. This hedge is not on the list and the Land Registry shows that the hedge belongs to the house owner.
· Litter Bin request for Railway Walk car park:  We have confirmed with Baggeridge Country Park that moving an excess bin from nearer the car park entrance to the pedestrian exit from the wood will be acceptable.
· Inappropriate Behaviour:  Despite attending on a number of occasions, PCSOs have not located the offenders who have not been seen recently.              
· Fireworks Night at Himley Park: We will send our views to DMBC on this year’s efforts to reduce problems before their debrief meeting.
· SPCA:  We have notified Staffs Parish Council Association that we will not be joining the Association when our free trial ends. A multitude of emails still arrive. Clerk has requested that we are removed from the email distribution.
· PCSO’s Hours: Two new shift patterns will come into effect in the summer of 2026 for our PCSOs, with some finishing at 7pm while others finish at 9pm.  We are informed that this supports visibility in the early evenings, gives better coverage across the week and ensures police are there for issues around town centre crime and anti-social behaviour.  No PCSOs hours are being reduced and operational policing remains a 24/7 service. 

PLANNING APPLICATIONS :-  

· 25/01056/FULM   Land at Park Farm, Himley Park.   The temporary development of a battery energy storage system (BESS) with ancillary infrastructure to provide balancing services to the electricity grid.  Amended Access to site changed to B4176, Dudley Road.  Val 19.11.25, consult to 14.12.25, deadline 18.02.26    HPC has objected:   Himley Parish Council objects to this planning application.
Himley Hall and surrounding area are an important Heritage site which must be taken into account with this application.
Access from B4176 Dudley Road
Both east and west gates are Grade II Listed, east gate has high stone gate posts which are wider at the top with not enough width between for two cars to pass at the same time; they have been damaged previously by a tall load and repaired.
Both driveways within the grounds have vicious ‘sleeping policemen’ and there is a locked barrier at the end of the car park at the east end of the long drive to stop motorists going any further down the drive. There is traffic whenever the park is open from east gate to this locked barrier for parking and to the larger car park and to The Hall and Park Farm. The park relies on visitors to events and daily visitors paying to park at all times to help with running costs. Visitors walk the grounds. Emergency services also need access.
The west pedestrian gate and the long drive are used by pedestrians and cyclists - especially young children on bikes; and cars between the barrier and sailing club by members. 
It is stated in the planning application under ‘Road Safety’ and within Apex transport planning, only 2 incidents have occurred within the vicinity of east gate on B4176 and none in the vicinity of west gate. This is due to the fact that west gate is permanently kept locked except for special events when traffic management is put in place because the exit is deemed to be dangerous, with virtually no visibility to the east on a 60mph stretch of road with a double bend.  
It is ridiculous to expect to travel westwards in long vehicles in Dudley Road and turn right into west gate, a U turn, and vice versa left out of west gate onto a 60mph busy road. This is a major east – west route between the Midland’s Conurbation to the east and all towns, villages and Shropshire to the west. At times, this stretch has stop-start traffic for a mile back from the traffic lights.
It is intended to use heavy-duty webbing mats on the park drives to protect their surfaces from the heavy vehicles which are necessary to transport containers with batteries. How long would this remain in place? The battery units are extremely heavy, and the crane required to lift each one will need to be mega heavy, probably in excess of 150 tons.
Just before the gated entrance to Park Farm, a brook runs under the road which may not be constructed to withstand the weights of intended vehicles; this road is also part of a well-used public path to Baggeridge Country Park.
BESS installations are known to be a fire risk, so some of the above points need to be taken into consideration. The fact that there are many acres of trees in the vicinity and around the edge of the site, together with much wildlife means that if there is a fire, it could be catastrophic to a very large area. The nearest Fire Station only has Retained Firemen; other manned stations are probably 15 and 20 minutes away from reaching the actual site, having to travel through urban areas with much traffic and then negotiating a locked park in hours of darkness.
Himley PC believes this site has restricted access for emergency services and therefore is not a good choice.
Please confirm access to the National Grid will be available within 3 years.

Please bear these points in mind whilst considering this application.

This was followed several days later by these further comments:  
Further to our objection sent to you on 14th December we wish to add the following comments:
While the proposal would deliver public benefits through renewable energy storage and improved grid resilience, these do not outweigh the identified harms and which are significant and demonstrable. The development would cause substantial adverse effects on landscape character, substantial harm to designated heritage assets, and the temporary loss of Best and Most Versatile agricultural land. In addition, the application fails to demonstrate adequate security details for an isolated site to be mitigated against. These shortcomings result in conflict with Core Strategy Policies, as well as relevant provisions of the NPPF.  For these reasons we feel this site is totally inappropriate in this setting and that planning permission be refused.
Please take these points into consideration when making your decision.
· 25/01078/OUTM   Outline planning application (with all matters reserved except primary   means of access from Rosemary Road) for the construction of up to 90 dwellings with associated green, blue and grey infrastructure including ground remodelling and ancillary service infrastructure. Land North of Bridgnorth Road. Val 16.12.25, consult to 10.01.26, deadline 17.03.26, C.O. Imogen Hopkin. HPC to object.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS AWAITING A DECISION :-  

· 25/00696/COU    Land east of Red Lane, Change of Use from agriculture to Sui Generis (situations which are distinct and thus not easily categorized) – to Dog Exercise Field.  Val 19.08.25, consult to.20.09.25, deadline 14.10.25, C.O.  Caitlin Harper.
· 25/00869/COU Tara 27 Penn Road Gospel End. Change of use from C3a use (single person or family living together as a household) to C3b use (up to 6 people living together as a single household and receiving care). Val 14.10.25, consult to 16.11.25, deadline 09.12.25, CO Imogen Hopkin.   HPC objected: Change of use from C3a to C3b. HPC objected: - Penn Road already has three houses owned by a care company close by, having occupants of a similar nature to the intended occupants of this property.  Police have been called regularly to nuisances including shouting during the night and breaking windows.  Parking is a real problem; the road is narrow and properties do not have the space required to park their cars. Tara has only three parking spaces, so for three full-time staff; six spaces are required to enable changeover of staff.    If allowed, it will cause even more problems for the neighbourhood.  


PLANNING DECISIONS :- 

· 25/00397/FUL   The Demesne. In Conservation Area.   Conversion of building to residential use, elevational changes, and a wall and gates to a new access onto Stourbridge Road. Val 27.08.25, consult to 24.10.25, deadline 25.11.25, C.O. Imogen Hopkin. Access to the site has been amended, it will remain to be from Beggars Bush Lodge. Approved with conditions 05.12.25. This permission does not carry any approval or consent which may be required under any enactment, bylaw, order or regulation (e.g. in relation to Building Regulations or the Diversion of Footpaths etc) other than Section 57 of the Town and Country Planning Act, 1990.   
· 25/00889/TTREE Himley Hall.  Lime Tree TPO No. 251/2010 Dismantle and remove • All broadleaf trees - Crown lift up to 3m where required and remove epicormic growth. Val 15.10.25, consult to 03.11.25, deadline 10.12.25, C.O. Gavin Pearce.   Approved 08.12.25         


ANY OTHER BUSINESS INCLUDING RESIDENTS COMPLAINTS :-

· About 15 feet of the hedgerow on the southern side of Dudley Road, just west of High Arcal Road has been removed and vehicles have been driven onto the old tip and landfill area. Over the summer, there have been night-time gatherings of people playing music and camping out at night. Bikers have also gained access and are riding over the land fill. Clerk to report to SSDC Officer and Police.
· The Clerk is to request a precept of £12,500 for 2026/27
· Clerk is to contact Sovereign Play Equipment to confirm acceptance of the quote for the remedial works to the play area on School Rd and to confirm that waiting until the Spring will not provide any concerns following the ROSPA report undertaken last Summer.
· Councillor Oliver had inspected the defibrillator at The Summer House on 21/11/2025. Despite the closure of the pub she reported that this was still fully operational. Clerk will update The Circuit.
· The next virtual locality meeting is 12/2/2026.
· Bank statement was presented for information purposes.
                    
        

DATE & TIME OF NEXT MEETING: -   Wednesday 21st January 2026
There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.45pm

COUNCILLOR VACANCIES  

There is 1 vacancy for a Parish Councillor on Himley Parish Council. Please contact the clerk via email if you would like further details regarding these at clerk@himleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Helpful links

Volunteers requested for community speed watch, further
information found at: http://www.staffssaferroads.co.uk/my-
community/communi eed-watch

Keep in touch with regular Smart Alert’s for your area:

https://staffordshiresmartalert.uk/staffs/

For none urgent reports please contact us via 101 or Digital 101.

Social media:

n @staffordshire Police & @South Staffordshire Police

Please feel free to encourage public participants to try reporting incidents via our ‘Digital 101
Service. A private message can be sent to Staffordshire Police pages on Facebook / Twitter, instead
of phoning 101 and waiting in a queue.
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